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Bravo Baku! The 74th International Astronautical Congress (IAC) in Baku, Azerbaijan was a resounding success and 
proved to be the most diverse event in Federation history! Our host Azercosmos, the Space Agency of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan, worked tirelessly to organize an incredible Congress attended by 5385 delegates from 132 countries. 

The IAC returned to the city of Baku for the second time, where it was first hosted 50 years prior with the 24th IAC 
in 1973. The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev, warmly welcomed the IAC delegates during the 
opening ceremony and discussed the historic importance of organizing this event in the Caucuses region again a 
half a century later.  

Under the theme “Global Challenges and Opportunities: Give Space a Chance”, the focus during this IAC has been on 
sustainability, security, and international collaboration. In addition to the more than 5,300 in-person delegates, more 
than 50,000 people joined the IAC from all over the globe thanks to the free live streaming of several sessions. More 
than 1,200 organizations were represented at the IAC, as well as 150 exhibitors and 30 sponsors. The programme 
consisted of over 46 Plenary, IAF GNF and Special Sessions, and more than 2,400 technical papers were presented 
during the week. 

As usual there were many special highlights during the IAC week. To mention a few, the IAF World Space Award 
Winner, Elon Musk connected virtually to the IAC, for an exciting talk on future plans for SpaceX’s Starship project. 
The virtual talk was a huge success and has been viewed 49 million times since the live webcast. During the Late 
Breaking News session ISRO shared the latest updates on the impressive Chandrayaan-3 lunar mission. Also, for 
the first time as part of the IAF International Astronauts Chapter, IAC brought together 17 International Astronauts 
covering space flights from 1969 to 2023. 

Enjoy this booklet capturing the main highlights of the splendid IAC 2023 in Baku, Azerbaijan. Next year we are 
heading to Milan, Italy for the 75th International Astronautical Congress, organized together with our host AIDAA and 
two co-hosts ASI and Leonardo. It promises to be another spectacular IAC and we cannot wait to gather the whole 
space community again!

Clay MOWRY
President, 
International Astronautical Federation (IAF)

WELCOME MESSAGE
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MONDAY
Agency Day

The Arrival
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MONDAY



76

MONDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=94jyZg42f6E
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The Exhibition
Opening ... officially opened!
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MONDAY



VIP Exhibition
Tour
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MONDAY



Sponsored by: IAF General 
Assembly
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MONDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wm721USskgY&t=12s
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MONDAY



“International 
cooperation will be 
paramount in shaping 
our collective journey 
into space” 

Teodoro VALENTE
President, Italian Space Agency (ASI) 
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MONDAY



“Technologically it is that much easier, timewise much quicker and much cheaper, 
when we shared the costs” 

Serdar Hüseyin YILDIRIM
Chairman of the Board and President, Turkish Space Agency (TUA)  

20 21

MONDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EikDRn_dvs


IAF Global
Networking

Forum
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MONDAY



Special 
Sessions
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Welcome
Reception
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TUESDAY
Industry Day
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TUESDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agCLh_eWYqU


“Taking gravity out of the equation, you can fundamentally change the way 
physics behaves in space”  

Christian MAENDER
Executive Vice President of In-space Solutions, Axiom Space  
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TUESDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiwyzEITkLY


Sponsored by: 

The recipents of this year’s IAF Excellence in Industry 
Awards are Northrop Grumman in the large industry 
category, and Astroscale in the SME category.
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TUESDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GLpdDNSz10


“Having the human element has been very 
important for science”   

Sharmila BHATTACHARYA
Program Scientist for Space Biology in the Biological and Physical 
Science Division, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)  
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TUESDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZhlL8-DEEU


“I believe the continuity our team is 
gathering from all over the world, 
literally, is now bringing us to the next 
stage, the sustainable stage of the lunar 
exploration”   

Takeshi HAKAMADA
Founder and CEO, ispace   
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TUESDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6oTMYaDsiDg


IAF Global
Networking

Forum
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TUESDAY



Special 
Sessions
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Technical
Sessions
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Exhibition
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TUESDAY



IAC 2024
Reception
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TUESDAY



WEDNESDAY
Diversity Day

Sponsored by: 
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WEDNESDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EyBR4U6KpJM


“We talk a lot about space data. And space data is not what these rescue relief 
teams and authorities need. They need actionable information”    

Remco TIMMERMANS
Content Marketer, SpaceSide 
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WEDNESDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NcTdOO7wBUE
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WEDNESDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJxHUSF6g-s


“Space creates value and has long term benefits 
for all humankind”  

Natavan HASANOVA
Strategy and Business Development Director, Azercosmos  

5554

WEDNESDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHmp9e9622Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHmp9e9622Q


“We brought together space and non-space communities in an unconventional 
conference to answer difficult questions on making an impact”   

James GRAF
Director of Earth Science and Technology, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
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WEDNESDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9AUvCbcWt0c


IAF Global
Networking

Forum
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WEDNESDAY



Special 
Sessions
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WEDNESDAY



WEDNESDAYTechnical
Sessions

Interactive
Presentations
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THURSDAY
Science and

Academic Day

THURSDAY
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jSiSSzVxOzo


“We’re now able to distribute the mission risk across an entire fleet of tumbleweeds 
and entire swarm. It’s really as simple as not putting all of your eggs in one basket” 

Oné MIKULSKYTÉ
Science and organization lead, Team Tumbleweed 
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THURSDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsf3LziBVJ0
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THURSDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxOAMg-m-tU


“When you step into the Starship fairing payload volume, it looks like a cathedral”   

Elon MUSK
CEO and Founder, SpaceX   
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THURSDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XeZh5pvi-oc


IAF Global
Networking

Forum
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THURSDAY



Special 
Sessions

74 75

THURSDAY



Technical
Sessions
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THURSDAY



AWARD CEREMONY 
AND INTERACTIVE 
PRESENTATIONS SESSION

Interactive
Presentations
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THURSDAY



FRIDAY
Public Day

IAF ESL/YSL 
Breakfast

81

FRIDAY
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FRIDAYFRIDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_QxONmTv7s


THE INTERNATIONAL 
ASTRONAUTS CHAPTER

 Astronauts
Autograph

Session
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IAF Global
Networking

Forum
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Special 
Sessions
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Public 
Day
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FRIDAY



IAF 
Bureau

Four new Vice-Presidents have been elected to the IAF Bureau:  

• Michal BRICHTA, Slovak Space Office, has been appointed as IAF VP for Global Membership Development and Financial Matters 
• Daming LI, China  Academy of Space Technology (CAST), has been appointed as IAF VP for Societies and Museums 
• Geraldine NAJA, European Space Agency (ESA), has been appointed as IAF VP for Industry Relations and Space Economy 
• Asanda SANGONI, South African National Space Agency (SANSA), has been appointed as IAF VP for Honours and Awards 
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FRIDAY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2ieaUZRvmk
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Gala
Dinner

96 97

FRIDAY



98 99
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Premier Sponsor Platinum Sponsors

Sponsors and Media Partners

Gold Sponsors Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Sponsors

Media Partners
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Thank you 
and see you

in Milan! 
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International Astronautical Federation
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